IN THE CLAIMS: 

Cancel Claims 1-8. 

Amend Claims 22, 25-27, 29, and 32 as follows: 
1.-8. (canceled) 
9.-21. (canceled) 

22. (currently amended) A computer system, comprising: 
a storage controller; 

a plurality of storage devices, each having a lateral storage director (LSD); 

a communications link for communicating between the storage controller and the 
plurality of storage devices; 

a host for commanding the storage controller to pass data files to or fi'om one or more of 
the plurality of storage devices via the communications link; and wherein 

the LSDs in the plurality of storage devices also operate and communicate directly with 
each other over the communications linlc without requiring involvement of or communication 
with the storage controller or hos t such that the plurality of storage devices self-initiate tasks 
independently of the storage controller and the host . 

23. (previously presented) A computer system according to Claim 22, wherein each of the 
plurality of storage devices has its own storage device controller, and the LSDs are programs of 
computer commands usable by respective ones of the storage device controllers. 
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24. (previously presented) A computer system according to Claim 22, wherein each of the 
LSDs are separately embodied as individual microprocessors that are physically separate from 
respective ones of the storage devices. 

25. (currently amended) A computer system according to Claim 22, wherein each LSD has a 
unique communications link address, [[and]] the LSDs accept queries directly from other ones of 
the LSDs via the communications lin k without involvement of the storage controller or the host 
and the LSDs transfer data files directlv to other storage devices that are not equipped with LSDs 
such that the LSDs issue host emulating commands . 

26. (currently amended) A computer system according to Claim 22, wherein each LSD 
includes a data file table and self-m onitors a performance parameter on respective ones of the 
storage devices independents of and without communicating with the storage controller or the 

host. 



27. (currently amended) A computer system according to Claim 22, wherein each LSD 
determines an available storage space on respective ones of the storage devices uidependentlv of 
and without communicating with the storage controller or the host . 

28. (previously presented) A computer system according to Claim 22, wherein the plurality 
of storage devices are selected from the group consisting of disk drives, tape drives, and optical 
drives. 
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29, (currently amended) A computer system, comprising: 
a storage controller; 

a plurality of storage devices, each having a lateral storage director (LSD); 

a communications linlc for commxmicating between the storage controller and the 
plurality of storage devices; 

a host for commanding the storage controller to pass data files to or firom one or more of 
the plurality of storage devices via the communications link; and wherein 

the LSDs in the plurality of storage devices also operate and conmiunicate directly with 
each other over the communications link without requking involvement of or communication 
with the storage controller or hos t such that the plurality of storage devices self-initiate tasks 
independently of the storage controller and the host: rrJ1 and 

each LSD has a unique communications link address such that the LSDs accept queries 
directly fi-om other ones of the LSDs via the communications lin k without involvement of the 
storage controller or the host, and the LSDs transfer data files directly to other storage devices 
that are not equipped with LSDs such that the LSDs issue host emulating commands ff.]] : and 

each LSD determines an available storage space on respective ones of the storage devices 
independently of and without communicating with the storage controller or the host. 

30. (previously presented) A computer system accordmg to Claim 29, wherein each of the 
plurality of storage devices has its ovra storage device controller, and the LSDs are programs of 
computer commands usable by respective ones of the storage device controllers. 



AMENDMENT C 



Page 4 of 8 



U.S. Patent Application No. 10/728,012 
Attorney Docket No. HSJ920030057US1 



31. (previously presented) A computer system according to Claim 29, wherein each of the 
LSDs are separately embodied as individual microprocessors that are physically separate from 
respective ones of the storage devices. 

32. (currently amended) A computer system according to Claim 29, wherein each LSD 
includes a data file table and self-m onitors a performance parameter on respective ones of the 
storage devices independentlv of and without communicating with the storage controller or the 
host, the performance parameter being selected firom the group consisting of available storage 
space, d ata traffic balance, seek duty cycle, and predictive failure indicators. 

33. (previously presented) A computer system according to Claim 29, wherein the plurality 
of storage devices are selected from the group consisting of disk drives, tape drives, and optical 
drives. 
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